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What is Project Based Learning? 
Project Based Learning is a teaching method in 
which students gain knowledge and skills by 
working for an extended period of time to 
investigate and respond to an authentic, engaging 
and complex question, problem, or challenge. 
Projects are focused on student learning goals and 
include Essential Project Design Elements: 

Key Knowledge, Understanding, and Success 
Skills - The project is focused on student learning 
goals, including standards-based content and skills 
such as critical thinking/problem solving, 
communication, collaboration, and self-
management.  
Challenging Problem or Question - The project is 
framed by a meaningful problem to solve or 
question to answer, at the appropriate level of 
challenge. 
Sustained Inquiry - Students engage in a rigorous, 
extended process of asking questions, finding 
resources, and applying information. 
Authenticity - The project features real-world 
context, tasks and tools, quality standards, or 
impact – or speaks to students’ personal concerns, 
interests, and issues in their lives. 
Student Voice & Choice - Students make some 
decisions about the project, including how they 
work and what they create. 
Reflection - Students and teachers reflect on 
learning, the effectiveness of their inquiry and 
project activities, the quality of student work, 
obstacles and how to overcome them. 
Critique & Revision - Students give, receive, and 
use feedback to improve their process and 
products. 
Public Product - Students make their project work 
public by explaining, displaying and/or presenting it 
to people beyond the classroom. 
(The Buck Institute for Education: www.bie.org) 

What is Experiential Learning? 

Building upon earlier work by John Dewey 
and Kurt Levin, American educational 
theorist David A. Kolb believes “learning is 
the process whereby knowledge is created 
through the transformation of experience” 
(1984, p. 38)[1]. The theory presents a 
cyclical model of learning, consisting of 
four stages shown below. 



Commencing in the fall of 2018 grades 
5-8 will participate in an Experiential
Project Based Learning Program.

● Every Thursday
● 4-6 week theme based units
● Utilizing NYC resources
● Culminating portfolio for every unit
● Exhibition days

o Immigration with trips to Tenement
Museum, Ellis Island, walking tour of Lower
East Side and ethnic neighborhoods.
o Engineering and Design with trips to
bridges and buildings accompanied by an
architectural engineer.
o Urban Green Spaces including visits to
Central Park, Highline, Urban Garden Center,
Brooklyn Grange and building of a rooftop
garden.
o Sustainability including visits to water
treatment plant, recycling center, Jerome Park
Reservoir, High Bridge, Baisley Pond and
Plumb Beach.
o Music History of New York including visits
to the Apollo Theater, recording studio and
music theory taught by local musicians.
o Finances and Banking System with trips
to Wall Street, NY Stock exchange, banks and
federal reserve.
o Infrastructure of New York City including
visits to the Subway museum, Bridge and
Tunnel Authority, Grand Central and ferry
terminals.

(including but not limited to) 

SAMPLE PROJECT: 
Immigration  

Question: What was or is it like for a child my 
own age to immigrate to the United States?  

● History: What was/is the country of
origin like? Why would people choose
to leave? What obstacles exist in the
US?

● ELA: What is the child like? His/Her
family, personality, looks, hopes and
dreams?

● Math: What is the distance? How long
is the trip? What mode of travel?

● Science: What nutrition will the child
need or possible medical attention?
How does a trip like this affect the
body?

With project based learning, students choose 
the questions and add to them as their 
knowledge grows. The presentation is also 
individually based. For example, in ELA a 
student could write a journal or letters from the 
perspective of the immigrant. For Math a 
student could build a diagram that shows the 
route and distances. In Science the student 
could bring in foods or pack an imaginary 
suitcase.  

Why? 
Since its inception 
AOSJ has been 
dedicated to providing 
the rigorous curriculum 
of an NYC 

independent school along with the faith and 
character development associated with the 
Catholic Church. Graduates are prepared and 
thrive in the best area high schools both 
academically and socially.  
However, AOSJ is also committed to doing 
better! The faculty understands and puts into 
practice pedagogy that works and engages the 
learner.  

Research confirms that Project Based 
Learning (PBL) is an effective and enjoyable 
way to learn - and develop deeper learning 
competencies required for success in college, 
career, and civic life. In PBL, students are active, 
not passive; a project engages their hearts and 
minds, and provides real-world relevance for 
learning. PBL improves learning. In a project, 
students learn how to take initiative and 
responsibility, build their confidence, solve 
problems, work in teams, communicate ideas, 
and manage themselves more effectively. 
Experiential learning accelerates learning by 
using critical thinking, problem solving and 
decision making.  Students learn by doing which 
plays a crucial part in retention and ability to 
apply what’s learned to new situations. 
Experiential learning enables the learning to be 
personalized and differentiated.  

(www.bie.com) 




