Upper School News: October 15, 2021
Dear Upper School Parents & Caregivers,
Our first PBL Field Trip to Union Square Farmers Market on October 1st was a success! It was
a real treat to watch students put their learning into action and as you’ll see by the photos below,
Mother Nature blessed us with a beautiful morning to explore, ask questions and interact with all
of the hardworking vendors that are at Union Square on a daily basis through the Fall season.
Many thanks to Ms. Sidani, Mrs. Watermeyer, Mr. Krow and Mr. Hurwitz for all of their help in
making our first field trip a great experience for all!
On Friday, October 8th, Mrs. Lisa Reid joined the Upper School during Community Time and led
a wonderful presentation + Q&A on “Filipinos in America.” Thank you, Lisa, for sharing your
knowledge and time with us! If any parent or caregiver is interested in sharing their time or talent
with us for Community Time, please email Ms. Sidani at asidani@aosj.us.
Please continue to utilize the Upper School Site for access to the Homework Doc, school
schedules, organizational tips and access to this newsletter.
As always, please feel free to contact me via email at jdujmovic@aosj.us or by phone at
212-243-5420 with any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your continued support of our Upper School!
Joe Dujmovic
Division Head of Upper School
************************************
Mark Your Calendar!
October 16th: Bear Mountain Hike with Coach George
October 20th: AOSJ PA Book Club: The Lion of Fifth Avenue
October 25th: Grade Seven Debate on a Boycott of the Winter Olympics
November 1st: AOSJ Food Drive benefiting City Harvest begins
November 5th: 6th Grade Field Trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art with Mr. Hurwitz & Mr.
Krow

Notes from the Classroom
Mr. Dujmovic shares:
6th Grade: Students are in the midst of reading their first class novel, A Long Walk to Water,
and had their first Novel Quiz on October 14th. In addition, they are having strong discussions
pertaining to access to education and poverty in developing countries. Additionally, students are
now working through the first two lessons of their Wordly Wise Vocabulary Workbook as well.
7th Grade: In 7th grade, students just completed their first Novel Quiz on The Giver, on October
14th. Conversations in class have dealt with topics such as utopian vs. dystopian societies,
government control and the importance of attaining one’s own individualism. Additionally,
students are also working through the first couple of lessons of their Wordly Wise Vocabulary
Workbook.
8th Grade: In addition to beginning their first class novel, Lord of the Flies, students also have
been writing and editing their personal statements for High School applications. Through
one-on-one conferencing and peer editing, students are feeling better prepared and a bit more
confident as they step into application season. Best of luck to all of our 8th grade students
during this exciting (and equally challenging) time!
Mr. Hurwitz shares:
6th Grade:
6th graders are in the midst of studying Ancient Greek culture - exploring Greek religion,
mythology, philosophy, architecture, sculpture, drama, sports, and the enduring legacy of these
cultural universals . In their (classroom) walking tour of Ancient Athens, students visited the
Parthenon, tried to interpret some of Socrates’ ideas, acted out a scene from Antigone, and
participated in the Panathenaic Games! Make sure to ask your children about their walking tour
experience for further detail. Next week, we will explore Greek mythology further with a
Reader’s Theatre performance of The Minotaur.
7th Grade:
In each of the first four weeks, 7th grade students have explored a different topic that
emphasizes the transition between medieval and modern history: the Renaissance, the
Protestant Reformation, the Scientific Revolution, and the Enlightenment. With our study of the
Enlightenment, students played “Whose Idea Was It, Anyway?” in which they worked with their
teammates to determine which Enlightenment thinker (Voltaire, Hobbes, Montesquieu, Locke,
Beccaria) influenced certain sections of the US Constitution. They will conclude this unit with a
Socratic Seminar discussion focusing on attempting to answer the following question: “What
was the main idea of the Enlightenment?”

8th Grade:
8th grade students have just finished their study of the American Civil War. This week we paid
close attention to the pivotal year of 1863 - starting with Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation
moving on to the pivotal Battles of Gettysburg and Vicksburg and the New York Draft Riots. In
upcoming weeks, we will explore the Reconstruction Amendments and ask why Reconstruction
ultimately failed. After this unit, we will begin a study of the Gilded Age, the Progressive Era and
American imperialism from 1875-1910.
Mr. Grisanti shares:
6th Grade Speech and Debate: Our Original Oratories will be delivered on Friday of this week
and Thursday of next week. We have worked on these speeches, which range from sports to
animal rights, combining strong content with eye contact, gestures and good volume!
6th Grade Religion: We have started our study of the Rosary and are saying a small portion of
the Joyful Mysteries at the start of each class. Saint Luke will be next week’s Saint of the Week,
and we will learn about his message of God’s love being for everyone!
7th Grade Speech and Debate: We are preparing to present our debate next week, on
whether to Boycott the Winter Olympics, and many thanks to Henry and Maria Luisa for their
fine deliveries to last week’s meeting! Both delivery and content will be important, along with
cross-examination and closing arguments.
7th Grade Religion: We are studying the story of Our Lady of Fatima, our Saint of the Week,
and how the Blessed Mother has made many appearances throughout the years. Mary is the
most powerful of all the saints and we are learning about her importance.
8th Grade Speech and Debate: We are starting our Congressional Debate this week! All
students are busy drafting their Bills, Amendments and Resolutions --and the supporting
speeches thereof. We are also focusing on the delivery of our Declamations, which are famous
speeches from history, a portion of which are memorized and delivered.
8th Grade Religion: Our focus this week is on the power of our Blessed Mother Mary and how
she increases our closeness to her son. Our Saint of the Week, Our Lady of Lourdes, shows
how, in any place or time, the most powerful saint of all can be among us!
Mr. Krow shares:

So where will all this math lead?
While it’s still early in your child’s secondary education, it might be helpful for you to know the
progression of your child’s mathematics course work over their remaining years of school.
(Below is my attempt at a flowchart using Google tools)

While at AOSJ
Students begin both years at AOSJ with Math 5 and
Math 6 using the Singapore Math curriculum.
After 6th grade, students will be taught Pre-Algebra,
which is on-grade, or they will learn an accelerated
version of Pre-Algebra or Algebra. Placement in the
accelerated course is determined at the end of 6th grade
by Mr. Krow after consultation with administration,
parents, and students.
In 8th grade, students will progress into Algebra 1, which
is on-grade, or Geometry with Algebra, which is one
year accelerated.

After AOSJ
The following is based on my
experience as a department chair at
schools in NYC and it does vary
from school to school. Students
generally begin high school based
on their results of a placement test
that is usually given by the school
they will attend. Schools also ask for
recommended courses as a part of
the math recommendation process.
AOSJ puts all students on a path to
take Calculus as seniors if they wish.
Most competitive colleges will expect
students to have taken Precalculus.
If you ever have any questions regarding high schools, high school math, or placement, feel free
to reach out to me!

Some Halloween Coordinate Fun in 7th grade Pre-Algebra
Thanks, Kira, Isabella, Jamie, and Mirta!

Mrs. Watermeyer shares:
6th Grade
Sixth Grade students continue to investigate the key characteristics of substances that affect
thermal transfer. We have conducted experiments to investigate different masses of water and
substances of different thicknesses, reflectivity and specific heats. We have had discussions
about the materials that enhance the function of steam baskets and cooking pots. Our plan is to
use all this research to design and build the ultimate solar oven to cook smores.
7th Grade
Seventh Graders continue to use information on the periodic table to build molecules from
different atoms. We have learnt how to identify metals and non-metals and can explain how
many protons,electrons and neutrons each element has. Using our knowledge of valency, we
can make compounds and describe how atoms form covalent and ionic bonds to make these
compounds.
8th Grade
8th Grade continues gathering information about momentum and Kinetic energy to build safe
cars for the egg passengers. In addition, we have learnt how to calculate net force, gravitational
force, kinetic and potential energy. The testing of the cars will take place next week.
Ms. Contreras shares:
All Classes
During this month all the classes are using the Auténtico TextBook and core practice book.
While using the books, I realized that some students needed to review numbers and articles
(defined and undefined). All classes are learning those topics. Some students just realized that
the article defined “The” has 4 meanings in Spanish “el”, “la”, “los” and “las” and in the case of
undefined, “a” in spanish is “un” and “una” and “some” is “unos” and “unas”.
6th grade
Students are working on Chapter 5A from the Textbook: “Una fiesta de cumpleaños”. During this
chapter we learned about family members. We use the verbs ser/estar when we describe them
and use the right article and adjective when we describe them.
7th grade
Students are working on Chapter 1A from the Texbook: “¿Qué te gusta hacer?”. But before
going deep in this chapter, students are learning about the Indirect Object Pronoun (Me, Te, Le,
Nos, Les) and we analyzed why we use these pronouns and not the Personal pronouns (Yo,
Tú, él, ella, nosotros, ellos) and the use of the verb in third person singular or plural depending
on the nouns.

8th grade
Students are working on Chapter PE from the Textbook: “¿De dónde eres?”. We discussed the
differences between “Un país latino y un país hispanohablante”. We reviewed all the countries
in South America and Central América, and the students learned the nationalities of each
country. We used the verbs ser and estar to describe location and nationality. We reviewed the
following article: https://listadoshispanos.com/poblacion-hispana-en-estado-undios/ and here is
when I realized that we need to practice the numbers. Even advanced students had a hard time
reading these large numbers, such as “California tiene 15,477,000 hispanos”.
Project-Based Learning (PBL) Corner
Mrs. Sidani shares:
As Mr. Dujmovic mentioned, our first PBL Field Trip to Union Square Farmers Market was a
great success! Students were true inquirers and risk-takers asking vendors questions that they
had collectively come up with and being active listeners as the vendors brought them one step
closer into their world. Here are some photos from our time at the market.

After visiting the market, students created boards on the vendors and the info they collected.
Here is some of their work:

Finally, last Friday, we were joined by Mrs. Lisa Reid during our community time for a talk on
Filipinos in America since October is Filipino American History Month. Students listened
attentively, learned a lot of history and had great questions to ask. Again, we thank Mrs. Reid for
her time and the wonderful presentation. If you or someone you know is interested in sharing
time or talent with us during Community Time, please email me at asidani@aosj.us.

